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A Season of Gratitude 
A Blessed Feast of the Epiphany to you all! After all that 
has happened during 2020, the arrival of the Three Kings - 
the Magi - has a special significance this year. We need 
special arrivals, and joyful celebrations, that are full of 
meaningful gifts, all rich in spirit. The Magi represent 
the world coming to worship the Christ Child and are a 
reminder of how much our gifts of gratitude are needed 
in thought, word and deed. The gifts we bear to Jesus 
this Epiphany are more than gold, frankincense and 
myrrh; they are ourselves, and our grateful appreciation 
of all that blesses us.

Hallelujah! The Savior of the World is born! Celebrate! 
Let us be joyful . . . and grateful!
May God Bless you, your families and loved ones!

Bret E. Allen 
Director of Education
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Students Celebrate 
with Advent Activities 
St. Rita School, San Diego
During Advent, St. Rita students shared in several events 
to close out the calendar year. Students created Advent 
arts and crafts and partook in a Mass to observe the 
Feast of St. Nicholas. 

Holiday Outreach Programs 
Holy Family Cathedral School, Orange

Mexicali Donation Drive 
St. Anne School, Santa Ana

During the Thanksgiving holidays, the HFCS student body 
took part in outreach programs to serve the community. 
Programs included:
 • Annual St. Vincent de Paul Pantry Drive to feed  
  the hungry.
 • Turkey Trot raising $695.
 •	 California	Junior	Scholarship	Federation	Partnership		
  assembling 125 bags filled with personal items  
  and toys for children in need in Orange County.

St. Anne School students and St. Anne Church parishioners 
in Seal Beach participated in a service project donation 
drive for people in need in Calexico. Several families 
have been staying in a Mexicali hotel for 8 months after 
traveling from Central America. Three cars loaded with 
supplies (jackets, sleeping bags, blankets, socks, woolen 
caps, candy, and bags of 
rice) were transported 
to	the	motel	just	in	time	
for Christmas. Thanks to 
the hard work from the 
community, they were 
able to help bring much 
needed supplies to 184 
women and children. 
Their kindness does not 
end here, they plan to 
resume	collection	efforts	
upon return in January.
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Christmas Cards to Soldiers 
St. Irenaeus School, Cypress

This Time of the Year Christmas Program 
St. Cecilia School, Tustin

Eighth grade students wrote letters and cards for Lieutenant Matthew Herrera and his fellow servicemen and 
women stationed in Kuwait. Matthew was a St. I alum and student body president, class of 2010. Although some 
of our military personnel were not able to celebrate the holidays locally, the students were happy to spread 
some holiday cheer with handwritten Christmas cards.

St. Cecilia School presented This Time of the Year, their 2020 Christmas Program. The school hosted a virtual 
watch party in place of a traditional play held on campus. Families were treated to gift bags stuffed with hot 
cocoa packets to be enjoyed from the comfort of their own homes.


